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The Clemenceau return

 for  worker’s rights to health

 everywhere in the world

Today, February 15, 2006, the “conseil d’Etat” (The French Supreme Court) suspended the decision authorizing the state to send the former Clemenceau shell in India.  Immediately, the President Chirac ordered the return of the vessel in France.  For the French and Indian NGOs, and for their lawyers, this decision is a huge victory.  The coordination of the actions in justice in France and in India by the associations of the Ban Asbestos International Network obliged the highest judicial instances of the two countries to seize themselves of the problem.  « The affair» Clemenceau shocked the Indian public opinion by the arrogance of the French state with respect to the working conditions on the Alang work-sites.  It allowed opening the debate on the asbestos ban in India and on the scandalous working conditions in the dismantling of the end-of-life vessels coming to Asia from occidental countries.  The Clemenceau ship breaking, as well as such a ship breaking for any European vessel, must be organized in Europe in the respect of the  workers’ health and of the environment.  

The fight for the world-wide asbestos ban continues.  The Clemenceau victory is an important step of this fight which succeeded to involve a very wide network of NGOs representing the civil society in several countries to impose the respect of the international rules on the toxic waste exportation ban.
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