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Agenda

1. Why a European inspection and communication 
campaign on EU directive 90/269?

2. Illustration campaign-need: bagage loading and 
unloading at airports

3. The campaign itself 
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Background SLIC inspection 
& communication campaign

2004: Questionnaire to all EU labour 
inspectorates
About rolls and obstacles in ensuring 
compliance with the directive Manual 
Handling of Loads
Encountered international competitive 
distortion as a result of inspections in 
transport
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Obstacles in ensuring 
compliance
Attitude and lack of knowledge in 
companies
Directive manual handling of loads is 
not concrete enough
Lack of  uniform assessment method for 
the risks of manual handling
Lack of (knowledge about) solutions on 
manual handling, in companies and with 
inspectors
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Illustration campaign need; 
Bagage (un)loading at airports

Situation
Unhealty bagage weights: 14 kg 
mean, maximum 40 kg, high 
frequency and bad posture
All loading is done by hand
Big back- and schoulder problemacy
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Situation bagage terminal
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Situation platform
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Measures are available!!

Robotising in terminal
Lifting aids in terminal
Rampsnake-like aids on 
platform



Lifting Aids



Rampsnake
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Supervision actions at 
airports in 2004/2005

Dutch NLI enforced at EU 90/269 
concerning the bagage loading (2004)

Preventive measure: no more bagage
handling by hand 
Reduction measure: 25 kg max per 
bagage unit

Bagage handlers have time untill 2009
Still: Eu differences in supervision make it 
hard to comply
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State of the art 2007

Preventive measures are being 
developed or taken
Dutch bagage handlers started 
international standardisation on 
maximising bagage unit weight
Involving IATA 
Need for European (international?) 
support, consensus and action on 
this topic
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Therefore a EU/ SLIC campaign.
Our campaign goals:

Better compliance in the EU with EU Directive 
90/269/EEC “Manual Handling of Loads” in order to 
reduce musculo-skeletal disorders in labour
Improving the inspection and communication 
methods of the national labour inspectorates 
Greater harmony in the enforcement of the manual 
handling of loads throughout the EU
Cooperation with OSHA’s MSD campaign 2007  to 
support each other: Lighten the Load
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Inspection campaign on
Manual Handling of Loads

In Transport and Care sector
A internationally and socially relevant sector 
With high MSD problemacy

From July untill December 2007
Campaign is integrated in national strategy
Tools: assessment guideline, brochures, 
training, e-learning, campaign guide
Intention; harmonised and transparant 
campaign
www.handlingloads.eu
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Level 3
special analysis

KIM Introduction MAC Introduction

Overview and tips

Guideline for Risk Assessment on Manual Handling of Loads

Level 1
Risk  identification

Level 2
Risk assessment 

Overview Overview

Tools
Instructions

Woorksheets
Lesson

Tools
Handbook
Scoresheet
Flowchart



General brochure

Care

Transport
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Evaluation of the SLIC 
campaign MHL 2007

Inspections, communication and 
training

Starts in December 2007

Report ready April/ May 2008



 

Thanks for 
your attention!


